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2022 National Show and Sale 
 

Montana Targhee Association has reserved the Big Timber Fairgrounds July 18-20th.  

This is a Sunday through Wednesday, but will be following the same schedule of 

events.  These were the only dates Fairgrounds were available and no early arrivals 

will be allowed as there is a wedding booked for Saturday.  Rooms have been re-

served at the Super 8, Lazy J and River Valley Inn.  Further details will be given in up-

coming Targhee Talks. 

 

2022 Directory 
 

 Greetings!.  I am writing to invite you to secure your advertising placement in the 2022 

National Directory & Standards and to update your contact information in the Breeder’s Di-

rectory.  There is no additional charge for being listed online in the Breeder’s Directory.  How-

ever, if you would like to place an ad in the National Directory, cost for ads and design layout 

appear below.  Members are welcome to create their own ads and submit them in pdfs.  

Please follow the sizing requirements.  When using photographs, remember to use high quality 

images.  Members choosing to have the USTSA office design their ad will be charged a design 

fee.  Ad placement will be offered to those in the prior directory first and than on a first come 

first serve basis.  USTSA members wishing to update their previous ads will not be charged de-

sign fees.  A print directory of 150 copies will also be made  

 For the new “Online Directory”- We are in the process of developing an online direc-

tory for current/active members (those that have registered an animal(s) within the past two 

years as of January 1, 2022. If you wish more information to be included on the website, 

please provide Mardy with one picture and a brief description of your business as well as a link 

to your website if applicable.    

 The printed directory will be used for 1-2 years, while the online directory will be able 

to updated as needed. 
 

 
  
 This is open to businesses as well for an advertising opportunity.  In addition to above 

pricing for the directory, for an additional $50 they would be published in all newsletters and 

posted on our website, at whatever ad size they choose.  They would have the opportunity to 

update their ad at anytime.  So if you know if any business that would be interested in this op-

portunity, please send their information to Mardy. 

Looking for the perfect Christmas Gift? 
 

USTSA offers a wide line of Targhee Wearable in a variety of sizes for adult and 

youth.  Pictures of some of the products are on the website.  Contact Mardy 

Rutledge for a full list of products and sizes and to place orders. 

 

  

 Adult T-Shirts   $10.00 

 Adult Hoodies   $20.00 

 Youth T-Shirts   $10.00 

 Ball Caps   $15.00 
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE 
The Semi-Annual Meeting will be held January 23, 2022 at 6:00 

PM MST via zoom. 

This serves as a 30 day notice but an advance email will also be 

sent out with the agenda for the meeting and call in details. If 

you have items you wish to be discussed, please submit these to 

Mardy by December 15th. 

 

Registration Reminders 

When you sell an animal to be registered or that has been registered, it is your 

responsibility to complete the registration and transfer process with Associated 

Registry.  You submit the registration to them, provide the transfer information 

and pay the fees.  The breeder/owner is always the registering name and the 

transfer on the back reflects the buyer information. After Associated records this 

information, they will either send the completed certificate to you to forward to 

the buyer, or if you request they can send it directly to the buyer.  The only ex-

ception to this is at the USTSA National Sale when ALL registrations for animals 

sold must be turned in to the Secretary at check-in and these are then forward-

ed to Associated as a group once the sale is complete and all buyers/transfers 

are known.  If a “no sale” is taken at the sale, the registration certificate for that 

animal will be returned to you.  All others will be mailed to the new owner by 

Associated.  If you have any questions about this, contact Mardy or Associated.  

President’s Notes 
 

 Welcome to Fall! I hope everyone is well and getting some needed precipitation. 

Thankfully lamb prices have been strong.  

 A quick update from the Board: We have moved to Quarterly Meetings. We hope 

this gets ideas, issues worked out in a more timely manner. We also will be having a Semi-

annual member meeting over Zoom coming up January 23rd at 7pm Central.  We will 

have the updated Show and Sale Manual ready soon. 2022 Show will be in Big Timber 

Montana July 17th thru the 20th . So mark your calendars and start planning.  

 I pray everyone will have a Blessed Thanksgiving and that you could all be with 

your loved ones.  

 

God Bless the USA and the USTSA, 

 ~ Leroy Pedersen 

 

  



2021 Western Regional Ram Sale Results  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Montana Ram Sale 
 

96th Annual Montana Ram Sale 

 Targhee Ram Average on 209 head: $1859 (Low $500, High $12,000) 

 Rambouillet Ram Average on 41 Head: $2032 (Low $1000, High $3100) 

 Rambouillet Cross Ram Average on 10 Head: $2450 (Low $1700, High $3,500) 

 Suffolk X Hampshire Ram Average on 16 Head: $1363 (Low $1000, High $1700) 

 Suffolk Ram Average on 16 Head: $1489 (Low $1100, High $2000) 

 Hampshire Ram Average on 3 head: $583 (Low $350, High $900) 

Sale Highlights 

A donation ram offered by the Ortmann Family in memory of the late Heinrich Ortmann, who consigned rams 

to the MT Ram Sale for 48 years.  The Targhee buck was auctioned off with contributors giving nearly $4000 in 

his memory.  The funds will be used to support the building of a new Montana Wool Lab at Montana State Uni-

versity.  High selling ram was consigned by Skull Creek Targhees for $12,000 to Turner Livestock of Wyoming. 

 

9th Annual Montana Ewe Sale 

Cal and Julie Ward of Sheridan, MT, topped the sale this year, selling 10 head for $600/each to Chip Dye of 

Alzada, MT.  Bill Schaeffer of Hoven, SD was the volume buyer on-site, buying 49 head.  Casey Earl of Lewiston, 

ID was the volume off-site buyer, taking home 300 head. 

 

Sale Gross on 883 Ewes: $331,550 

868 head of white faced yearling ewes averaged $376/hd 

15 head of black faced ewe lambs averaged $367/hd 

Pens of 10 averaged $387, Pens of 20 averaged $363 

Off-site Ewes averaged $375/hd 

 
 

Wyoming Ram Sale 
 

230 hd sold for a total sale gross of $336,550 and an average of $1463. 

 

Top Selling Targhee Lot 65 from Boner Targhees purchased by Nine Mile Sheep Co. sold for $2,500.  Overall, 37 

lots sold averaging $1572. 
Newell Ram Sale 

 

170 head of ewes and rams sold for a total sale gross of $125,900 and an average of $740.59.  5 hd of Targhee 

Rams were offered averaging $960/hd 

 

South Dakota Premium Yearling Ewe Sale 
 

4th Annual ewe sale sold 450 head averaging $439.  Consignors provided excellent selection of high quality 

registerable and commercial ewes.  Lot were purchased by buyers from 5 different states. 
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  Rambouillet Columbia Suffolk Targhee 

Newell Ram Sale  $      758.14  $   475  $  828.57  $    960 

Montana Ram Sale  $     2032    $  1489  $    1859 

Wyoming Ram Sale  $      1327  $   1233  $  1669  $    1572 



Get to Know Your Newest Board Member 

Dylan Laverell of Big Timber, MT 

 
Where were you born and raised? 

I grew up in Big Timber, Montana.  

I am currently attending school at the 

University of Wyoming where I study Ani-

mal Science.  

When did you become acquainted with Tar-

ghee Sheep? How long have you raised 

them? 

I first was acquainted with Targhee 

Sheep when I was around nine-years-old 

when I went to Carolyn Green’s shear-

ing. She gave me a lock of wool from 

one of her ewes and a lock of wool from 

a Suffolk ram. That is where my passion 

for wool evaluation started. It was a cou-

ple years later when Carolyn suggested 

that I apply for the starter flock. I ended 

up receiving that award in 2015 when 

National’s was in Big Timber and have 

been raising Targhees ever since.  

Favorite Targhee trait 

I think the overall duality of the breed is my favorite trait. Being able to select on wool, NSIP data and 

eye appeal is no doubt challenging – but it’s also what makes it fun.  
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2021 Election of Officers & Directors 
President & Central Plains Director - Leroy Pedersen; leroy@koletzkyimplement.com, 605-660-2981 

Vice President & East Director– Susie Skinner; twins2@hughes.net, 937-375-5671 

Montana Director - Dylan Laverell; laverell.dylan@gmail.com, 406-930-0216 

West Director - Bryan Allred; ballred@cut.net, 435-445-3528 

At Large West Director - Julie Ward; clovermeadowsmt@gmail.com, 406-596-0668 

At Large East Director- Jeff Nevens; aandjnevenslivestock@frontier.com, 608-592-7842 

 



Wisconsin State Fair  
 

Targhee Premier Exhibitor - A&J Nevens Livestock  

• Champion Targhee Ram – A&J Nevens Livestock and 

went on to win Supreme Champion Wool Breed Ram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Reserve Targhee Ram – Abby Stalbaum 

• Champion Targhee Ewe –A&J Nevens Livestock  

• Reserve Targhee Ewe – A&J Nevens Livestock  

• Best 6 Head - Bred and Owned – A&J Nevens Live-

stock  

 

 

 

 

 

My daughter Mary, invited her boy friend over for his first sheep handling 

experience.  He got treated to a full day of hoof trimming, deworming, 

and shearing.  Also, an adventurous run down the road when the ewes 

broke the  twines on one of the holding pens. 

 

Welcome to sheep farming James! ~ Rodney S. Kuenzi,  BS, DVM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New 

USTSA Members! 
 
 

Collin Kessler 

Wetonka, SD 
 

Todd Martin 

Stacy, MN 
 

Dustin & Mandi Elkins 

Richardton, ND 
 

Scheel Family Livestock 

Alpena, SD 
 

Wooden Nickel Targhees 

Hot Springs, SD 
 

Coy Peterson 

Baldwin, IA 
 

Flying V Livestock 

Victoria Carroll 

Cedar City, UT 
 

Clay & Mary Dietz 

Powell, WY 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival  
Wool Champion Ram - Lincoln, Sophie 

Larson  

Wool Reserve Champion Ram - Border 

Leiester, Kevin Kitchen  

Wool Champion Ewe - Romney, Ainsley 

Porter 

Wool Reserve Champion Ewe - Targhee, 

Abby Stalbaum  

http://igrow.org/up/articles/12BS_Targhee_Ewe_CR.jpg
http://igrow.org/up/articles/12BS_Targhee_Ewe_CR.jpg






Have any old pictures, articles, or tidbits regarding the history of Targhees and its members?  Would 

you like to see “Blast from the Past” as a regular feature in upcoming Newsletters.  Please submit to 

Mardy prior to submission deadlines. 



ALB Producing 

Lamb Quality  

Video Series 
  

The American Lamb 

Board and Premier 1 Sup-

plies are co-sponsoring a 

new American Lamb 

Quality Video Series. The 

North Dakota State Uni-

versity Extension Service is 

producing the five-part 

series. 

  

Using the theme 

of Beginning with the End 

in Mind, the series’ pur-

pose is to help the Ameri-

can lamb industry pro-

vide a consistently high-

quality product to con-

sumers, taking into ac-

count the wide variety of 

production systems. 

  

NDSU and University of 

Minnesota Extension 

Sheep Specialist Travis 

Hoffman, Ph.D., is spear-

heading the project. The 

first video, Lamb Carcass 

Characteristics is now 

available at 

the lambresourcecenter.

com and www.lambsum

mit.com. The next vide-

os, USDA Yield Grades 

and USDA Quality 

Grades, Live Animal Eval-

uation, and Retail Meat 

Yield and Value will be 

announced in the com-

ing months. 

  

“Using lamb carcasses to 

demonstrate quality at-

tributes and techniques 

used for standardized 

analysis make the videos 

very relevant and useful 

for today’s U.S. sheep 

producers,” said ALB 

Chair Gwen Ktizan from 

Newell, S.D. 

  
Source: ALB 

Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 
 

Nov. 12-14 - Virginia Shearing School - Shenandoah Valley AREC in Raphine, Va. - Tom 
Stanley at stanleyt@vt.edu 

Nov. 19-20 - Dorper Days and Production Sale - Ollie Liner Center in Plainview, Texas -
 www.defaidlivestock.com/dorper-days 

Nov. 20 - Missouri Sheep Producers Convention - Lincoln University's George Washington 
Carver Farm in Jefferson City, Mo. - www.missourisheep.com 

Nov. 20 - Idaho Wool Growers Association Annual Meeting - Twin Falls, Idaho -
 www.idahowoolgrowers.org 

Nov. 20-22 - North Dakota Sheep Shearing School - Hettinger Fairgrounds in Hettinger, 
N.D. - Christopher Schauer at 701-567-4323 or christopher.schauer@ndsu.edu 

Nov. 20-22 - North Dakota Certified Wool Classing School - Hettinger Armory in Het-
tinger, N.D. - Christopher Schauer at 701-567-4323 or christopher.schauer@ndsu.edu 

Dec. 3-4 - Ohio Sheep Improvement Association's Buckeye Shepherd's Symposium - TBA 
- www.ohiosheep.org 

Dec. 3-5 - Montana Wool Growers Association Convention - Billings, Mont. -
 www.mtsheep.org 

Dec. 4 - Tennessee Sheep Producers Association Annual Meeting - Lebanon, Tenn. -
 www.tennesseesheep.org 

Dec. 10-11 - North Dakota Lamb and Wool Producers/Minnesota Lamb and Wool Produc-
ers Joint Convention - Fargo, N.D. - www.ndsheep.com or www.mlwp.org 

Dec. 11-13 - South Dakota State University Sheep Shearing School - SDSU Sheep Re-
search and Testing Unit in Brookings, S.D. - Extension.sdstate.edu/event/sdsu-sheep-
shearing-school 

Jan. 4-7, 2022 - Texas A&M Sheep Shearing School - San Angelo, Texas - Jordan Moody 
at Jordan.Moody@ag.tamu.edu 

Jan. 7-9, 2022 - Michigan Sheep Producers Association Annual Shepherd's Weekend - 
Lansing, Mich. - www.misheep.org 

Jan. 19-22, 2022 - American Sheep Industry Annual Convention - San Diego, Calif. -
 www.sheepusa.org 

Jan. 20-22, 2022 - Utah State University Shearing School - USU Animal Science Farm in 
Wellsville, Utah - www.eventbrite.com/e/usu-sheep-shearing-school-2022-registration-
168355254097 
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